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ACT 444 OF 2023

ARKANSAS POLL WATCHERS 
BILL OF RIGHTS ACT OF 2023 

Requires the State Board of Election Commissioners to --

Develop a training program for poll watchers, including 
on-line training materials concerning the duties, rights, 
and responsibilities of poll watchers



POLL WATCHER TRAINING 
AND TESTING

 You must take a test to be certified as a Poll Watcher
 Instructions on taking the test will be covered at the end of 

this slideshow

 Allow two business days for a “Certificate of Completion” 
to be emailed to you at the email address you provided 
in your test



POLL WATCHER QUALIFICATIONS

 (1) Be appointed by candidate, group, or party.

 (2) Be a qualified elector of the state.

 (3) Complete this training course.



POLL WATCHERS ARE

 (1)  A representative of a 
candidate;

 (2)  A representative of a group 
seeking the passage or defeat 
of a measure on the ballot; and

 (3)  A representative of a county 
or state political party with a 
candidate on the ballot, or 
seeking the passage or defeat 

 of a measure on the ballot

 Must be appointed using the 
Poll Watcher Authorization Form 
located at 
https://static.ark.org/eeuploads/elections
/2023_POLL_WATCHER_AUTHORIZATION_F
ORM.pdf

https://static.ark.org/eeuploads/elections/2023_POLL_WATCHER_AUTHORIZATION_FORM.pdf
https://static.ark.org/eeuploads/elections/2023_POLL_WATCHER_AUTHORIZATION_FORM.pdf
https://static.ark.org/eeuploads/elections/2023_POLL_WATCHER_AUTHORIZATION_FORM.pdf


 This form must list which 
Candidate, Group, or Party 
the poll watcher represents

 The form must be Notarized
 The form must be presented 

to the County Clerk with the 
Certificate of Completion

 County Clerk shall filemark
 County Clerk shall provide 3 

copies per ACA 7-5-312 (k)(2) 
without a fee

 Poll Watchers must present a 
completed, filemarked form 
at the polling site to remain 
in the poll

POLL WATCHER 
AUTHORIZATION FORM



QUESTIONS ABOUT 
RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

 The reverse side of the 
Poll Watcher 
Authorization Form 
contains the Rights 
and Responsibilities of 
Poll Watchers
 Only 1 poll watcher can 

be recognized:
  where voters identify 

themselves to 
election officials;

 within the absentee 
ballot processing site;

 at the counting of 
ballots



 A poll watcher shall wear a Name Badge with                          
the Poll Watcher’s name only

 
 Badge cannot contain the name of the Candidate, 

Group, or Party.

POLL WATCHER NAME BADGES

Sam Smith



WHERE CAN A POLL WATCHER BE?

A poll watcher shall be provided access to 
observe all stages of the election process

 PRE-ELECTION AND ABSENTEE VOTING

 ELECTION DAY

 POST ELECTION

 PUBLICLY AVAILABLE SPACES



PRE-ELECTION AND 
ABSENTEE VOTING
PRE-ELECTION  
Certification of Logic and Accuracy testing;

ABSENTEE VOTING
   The handling and receiving of absentee     

 ballots;
   The comparison process of voted absentee  

 ballots;



ELECTION DAY

 The handling and receiving of absentee 
ballots;
 Comparison process of voted absentee 

ballots;
 Casting of ballots;
 Spoiling of ballots;
 Voter registration at a polling location;



POST ELECTION

 Remaking of ballots;

 Vote tabulation;

 Audits; 

 Recounts



POLL WATCHER 
OBSERVATION AREAS

 The election officials shall designate areas for 
poll watchers at each location where ballots 
are cast in person, including:

 (A) Courthouse;
 (B) Early voting site;
 (C) Vote center; or
 (D) Polling location.



 A Poll Watcher present in the poll may observe from no 
closer than three feet and can’t be required to stand more 
than six feet from the:

 Area where voters are checking in and signing the 
poll book

 A Poll Watcher can be farther away than six feet if 
they choose

 A Poll Watcher must not be within six feet of a voting 
machine

POLL WATCHER 
OBSERVATION AREAS



A POLL WATCHER SHALL NOT:

 (1) Wear campaign material advocating voting for or 
against a candidate, or for or against a position on 
a ballot question;

 (2) Interfere with a voter in the preparation or casting 
of a ballot; or

    
 (3) Hinder or prevent the performance of the duties of 

any election official.



  BE WITHIN 6 FEET OF ANY VOTING MACHINES 
OR VOTING BOOTHS

  SPEAK TO VOTERS

  TRY TO INFLUENCE VOTERS:
  Inside the poll; or

 Inside the prohibited electioneering zones

  DISRUPT ELECTIONS

REMINDERS OF POLL WATCHER SHALL NOT’s



A POLL WATCHER MAY:

 (1)  Bring in voter lists to observe;

 (2)  Speak to a poll worker to initiate a challenge to 
a ballot; and

 (3)  Speak to a poll judge to execute a challenge 
to a ballot.

 (4) Challenge a ballot for review by the County 
Board of Election Commissioners as a PROVISIONAL 
BALLOT



 A person who uses force, intimidation, harassment, or 
coercion to interfere with a registered voter's ability to 
vote, an election official’s duties, or a poll watcher's 
duties is guilty upon conviction of a Class A 
misdemeanor.  ACA 7-5-312 (i)

 A poll watcher who violates these laws may be 
expelled from all polling locations in the county for 
the duration of the election by the county board of 
election commissioners, the county clerk, or other 
designated election officials. ACA 7-5-312 (h)

POLL WATCHER VIOLATIONS 



 To Challenge a voter’s ballot, the 
Challenge must be made prior to the 
voter signing the Poll Tablet or Poll Book

 You must notify the poll worker of your 
challenge

HOW TO CHALLENGE A BALLOT:



HOW TO CHALLENGE    
A BALLOT:
• The Challenge will cause 

the voter to vote 
provisionally 

• The Poll watcher must 
select the reason for the 
challenge  

• Sign the challenge ballot 
form section on the 
Provisional Voter Envelope



WHAT CAN YOU 
CHALLENGE:

• A poll watcher may 
challenge a voter for the 
following reasons: 
– The Voter is not eligible 

to vote at the polling 
site

– The Voter has already 
voted



  Observe poll workers

Call any perceived irregularity or 
election law violations to the attention of 
the poll judge or poll supervisior

 Compile lists of voters

POLL WATCHERS CAN ALSO:



TESTING OF POLL 
WATCHERS

   Poll watcher must take and pass an  
 online written exam to qualify as a 

  poll watcher

  The test will be available online on  
 January 8th.



ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR POLL 
WATCHERS

 Allow two business days for a “Certificate of
Completion” to be emailed to you at the
email address you provided in your test



Test Your Knowledge 

 When you are ready to take the test go to this link 
https://testmoz.com/13343442/

 You should see the login screen like below
• Link to test and password still valid for elections in 2026 

 Enter your name
 Then enter the passcode:  PW2024 

• Once you have finished taking the test click the submit button
• You will get a screen displaying your score along with any

questions that you missed along with the correct answer

https://testmoz.com/13343442
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